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30 March 2020 
 

Dear parents/carers 
 
We wish to thank you all for your support and understanding during this challenging period in all our lives. We 
certainly know how tough it is for so many members of our school community. I also want update you on our 
current position as a school. 
 
Week Commencing March 30th (Phase 1 cont.) 
 
We are remaining open and have students of critical workers in this week. We also have one or two other 
students in for exceptional circumstances. We have risk assessed every student in the school, with the underlying 
premise being if children can stay safely at home, then they should do so in order to limit the chance of the 
virus spreading. 

That is why the government has asked parents to keep their children at home, wherever possible, and asked 
schools to remain open only for those children who absolutely need to attend. We have applied very strict criteria 
so that we have only 3-4 students in on any given day.  

I know that some of you were disappointed with our decision to not offer your child a place, and I fully 
understand the huge impact on your lives. However, if we widened this criteria, then it would open us to 
potentially having up to 20 students in the school and so defeating our overall objective of limiting transmission 
of the virus.  

This has been such a tough decision because it goes against everything we stand for at Portesbery, where we ‘go 
above and beyond’ to support students and their families. It really does seem to go firmly against all our 
principles to say that we are unable to accept your child at school at present. Please do contact me on 
nathan.aspinall@portesbery.surrey.sch.uk if you disagree with our risk assessment and feel that your child 
should still regularly be attending school and would be safer at school than at home.   

Easter Holidays (Phase 2) 

We are offering a limited service for critical workers over the Easter holidays and so please do contact us if need 
support and your child cannot stay safely at home. We have several staff who have volunteered to provide 
valuable support if absolutely needed.  

Summer Term (Phase 3) 

We are beginning to plan for the Summer Term, although this is not a clear picture at present. We will keep you 
informed of the impact of national developments on Portesbery School. You can rest assured that we all wish to 
return to normal as quickly as possible.  
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Teachers will continue to make weekly phone calls and send frequent emails with resources, ideas and activities. 
Please do not hesitate to contact us if you need any support at all. There are some great photos on Facebook 
already that show some superb examples of home-schooling. We appreciate that for some students, the structure 
and stimulation of tasks is beneficial to their emotional health and wellbeing. However, we also recognise that for 
some this can cause additional stress. Please do not feel under any pressure or obligation. Do what is right for 
your child. As all of our teachers are finding that educating your own child at home is far harder than teaching 
someone else’s child in a school setting, whether that child has additional needs or not. 

Please do not hesitate to get in touch if you need anything at all.  

Take care 

Nathan 

Nathan Aspinall 
Headteacher 
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